THE OBSERVER
JULY 26, 2021

NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Hello members!
I hope you all are enjoying the summer months. I know many are traveling
and spending time with family and friends.
Last week, the Executive Committee and I met with Dean Brian Peterson to
talk about the Fall and ways to further integrate LP2 members into the
Graduate Center community as we look to more in-person and on-campus
activity. We are all looking forward to an active and vibrant campus life. To
that end, I recently toured the building with Vice Chair Bruce Smith,
Advisory Board member Eileen Hanley, and Curriculum Committee
member Mary Connelly, along with the Director and Assistant Director of
Facilities at the Graduate Center, my colleagues Charles Scott and Carline
Dennery. We are preparing for the hybrid study groups in the Fall term and
planning for in-person activities including Fridays@3 come Spring, so the
tour included a range of spaces from classrooms to the Elebash Recital
Hall, to the Dining Commons and Library. We will share a virtual version of
the building tour, currently in production, with all members next month. In
preparation for hybrid (hyflex*) study groups, we are outlining the training
and orientation to make for a seamless experience for everyone in the
classroom and at home.
Bonnie Eissner, Director of Communications at the Graduate Center,
recently published a story about LP2, having interviewed several members.
She captured the spirit and culture of the program and tenacity of its
members, especially through the challenges of the past year. You can read
it here: https://gc.cuny.edu/News/All-News/Detail?id=60003 and please
share with friends, family, and others in your network. Not only is it a great
snapshot of the program’s essence, we plan to also use it for member
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recruitment and other media coverage of LP2 activities such as Fridays@3,
volunteer efforts, and of course, academic pursuits.
Looking ahead, invoices for the 2021-22 academic year will be sent out in
the next month. If you have any contact information updates, please send
them to engagement@gc.cuny.edu.
Until soon!
Mariel
*Hyflex is one of the configurations for hybrid learning in which some
participants are in person and others are simultaneously remote via video
conferencing tools.
Our office contact information:
engagement@gc.cuny.edu
212-817-2474
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
EC Update on Graduate Center Facilities
Last week the Board’s Executive Committee met with Dean Brian Peterson
and Director Mariel Villeré to monitor Graduate Center planning for fall.
Dean Peterson shared that he had “gone out over his skis” to advocate for
LP2 to have three hybrid study groups when the earlier policy only included
matriculating degree students. The Director’s Report includes information
about our planning for the next academic year. We also discussed the
importance of remote access to electronic data bases. Dean Peterson
understands our online library needs and will be working to provide us
access to appropriate sites. This meeting followed a recent tour of the
Graduate Center building at Fifth Avenue and 34th Street by Vice-Chair
Bruce Smith, Board member Eileen Hanley and Curriculum Committee
member Mary Connelly. (See Report below). The visitors were very
impressed by the facilities and the willingness of GC staff to introduce us to
our future LP2 home. We look forward to the day when we can all enjoy the
facility.
Report on the Visit to the GC Building
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The Graduate Center has occupied most of the former B. Altman
Department Store building since 1999. Although the GC has all the
conveniences of a modern academic institution, there are reminders of its
past scattered throughout the building, most dramatically the beautiful cast
iron staircase from its B. Altman days in the library leading to the second
floor. Beautiful friezes are prominent in the lobby and various forms of
artwork are displayed throughout the building.
The library, which is just off the lobby on the first floor, is currently arranged
for social distancing and used as a study area. Floor to ceiling windows
provide bright light and views of Fifth Avenue and 34th Street. Most of the
computers and stacks are on the second floor where there is also an
additional reference desk. The Elebash Recital Hall is on the other side of
the lobby. It features a stage and seats 180, including space set aside for
wheelchairs. It would serve very well for Fridays @ 3. The Proshansky
Auditorium, which seats 389, is downstairs and should serve well as a
location for our General Membership Meetings. Because concourse level
is currently under construction, visitors cannot view it.
Next, our group went to the sixth floor to visit classrooms, taking one of the
six large elevators available. It is expected that by fall the new CUNY
COVID guidelines would allow four passengers. There are also accessible
staircases. The first classroom was one of the largest and seats 45, when
social distancing requirements are not in force. There are about ten of this
size. There are other, smaller classrooms and seminar rooms available too.
Classrooms are situated on the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 8th floors, with one
additional classroom on the 9th. The sixth floor also contains conference
rooms of varied sizes appropriate for meetings and smaller class seating
(between 14 and 25 people). All the rooms are fully equipped with multimedia equipment. Some seminar rooms are assigned to specific disciplines
within the GC but can be used by LP2 when not in use.
The Dining Commons, which includes a cafeteria kitchen and a large space
for gathering socially, is a welcoming environment with a glass ceiling that
provides a broad view of the sky and the Empire State Building across the
street. The cafeteria will not be active in the fall, and perhaps not in the
spring, as some construction and restaffing are necessary. There is snack
bar on the first floor with a small place to eat and that is expected to open
for the fall. There are a number of welcoming areas available for casual
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social get togethers throughout the facility once COVID restrictions are
removed.
The Graduate Center includes a 70-seat multipurpose theater, a TV studio,
a radio station and an art gallery. Every part of the facility is well maintained
and attractively modern. The restrooms are adequate and gender neutral.
Bruce, Mary and Eileen concluded that the space available is fully
functional and that the facilities are attractive and adaptable to the needs of
LP2. It may prove to be the best location that we have occupied in our
history!

Large Classroom
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Large Auditorium
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Smaller Conference Room
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Cafeteria
Here is a link to more photos/videos from the visit:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PB3RbiL6cf7RDzdgLgXviSyr2HM4
mqYT?usp=sharing [drive.google.com]
(All photographs are by Bruce Smith.)
Observer Summer Schedule
During the Summer months, The Observer has a curtailed publication
schedule:
Mondays, August 9, 23.
If you have information to be published in the August, issues of The
Observer, e-mail Susan Rauch at srauch@gc.cuny.edu by the Fridays
before the Monday issues above.
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Pour at 4 Outdoors
Date: Tuesday, August 17th
Wednesday, August 18th (rain date)
Location: Madison Square Park (Madison Avenue, 23rd - 26th Streets)
Time: 4 PM
Meeting location: The fountain (south end of the park)
Host: Susan Rubens
Transportation:
*Train: N, W, R, 6, 1.
*Bus: M1, M2, M3
Questions or concerns:
Contact Susan at srubens@gc.cuny.edu
201-220-0555
Some Candids from the Lincoln Center Pour
As many as 18 LP2 members enjoyed a beautiful day with friends at the
Lincoln Center Pour. Thanks to the work of Susan Rubens, these popular
gatherings have drawn members in neighborhoods across the city. See
above for the Next Pour at 4, which will take place at Madison Square Park.
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Call for Break Activities between Summer and Fall Semesters
The Community Building Initiative seeks volunteers to lead activities during
the break from July 13th to September 3rd. Just as with our earlier break
activities, yours can meet once, twice or multiple times. Whether it’s a book
or movie discussion, a current events discussion, a travel adventure or art
presentation or something else, your colleagues will appreciate your efforts.
We also invite all current and past coordinators to offer a one session
encore presentation selected from a prior study group. Tech help is
available to set up and assist you run the Zoom session. You’ll receive a
Zoom link to send to participants. Contact Jane Case Einbender of the
Community Building Initiative to propose your activity at
jeinbender@gc.cuny.edu.
Tuesdays With Friends
The Tuesdays With Friends (TWF) Committee is taking a preliminary look
at a fall return of our popular afternoon gatherings. With many members
fully vaccinated and regulations easing, we see a glimmer of normalcy.
Although we’re not quite ready to formalize an agenda we would like to
identify members who might be interested in hosting an event in their
indoor or outdoor space.
On three Tuesday afternoons each semester, the Committee sponsors
small-group get-togethers featuring talks presented and hosted by LP2
members. As most of you know, what makes TWF events unique is that
they take place in members' homes (from 3:30 – 6:00 P.M.) making each
event a pleasant occasion for socializing.
And that's where we reach out to you. If your apartment can accommodate
18 to 20 guests, we will happily be there to set up refreshments, arrange
chairs, and help clean up when the party is over. And we arrange for
refreshments to be delivered to your door.
These are precious opportunities to learn, schmooze and feast together.
You the hosts will have fun and our sincere gratitude for making the party
possible.
If you think you would like to volunteer your home, or have any questions,
please contact Carolyn Preiss at cpreiss@gc.cuny.edu.
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MORE ZOOM BREAK ACTIVITIES
Mondays at 3PM: July 26 and Aug (9, 16)
More Stories Aloud with Sharon Girard and Helene Schiffman Sharon
Girard and Helene Schiffman invite you to More Stories Aloud during the
second summer break.
E-mail Sharon at sgirard@gc.cuny.edu for the Zoom link. Please indicate if
you would like to read aloud.
Thursday, July 29th, 2PM
Book Discussion with author Sabeeha Rehman & LP2 member Shelley
Peck
Threading My Prayer Rug: One Woman's Journey from Pakistani to
American Muslim
Sabeeha Rehman was born and raised in Pakistan and came to the U.S. in
1971. She will share and discuss her story, detailed in this, her first book,
and her pursuit to define an American Muslim identity for herself, her
children and grandchildren; as well as her transformation from a Pakistani
Muslim to an American Muslim. Questions are welcomed. Participants are
encouraged to read the book prior to the session.
If you’re interested, e-mail Shelley Peck at rpeck@gc.cuny.edu.
You’ll receive a Zoom invite the week before.
Monday, August 2nd, 2PM
Reflections On Life After Vaccines with Jan Adler
We all clearly wanted the vaccines but how we go about our living our lives
now that they are here is not so clear. This workshop will be a chance to
share your thoughts and strategies and hear what other are thinking. If you
are interested contact Jan Adler at jadler@gc.cuny.edu and you will receive
a zoom invite the week before.
Thursday, August 5th, 2PM
China and the U.S. with Tom Hardy
The relationship between China and the US continues as one of the
defining issues of the next 20-30 years. Trade, Taiwan, China’s belief that
the US faces inevitable decline, aggressive propaganda by China, distrust
about China in the US and in the West—these are some of the issues
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facing the relationship. Tom will send out a few articles and some questions
ahead of time to frame our session. If you’d like to attend, please respond
to Tom at tom@tghardy.com and feel free to raise some subjects for
consideration. You’ll receive a Zoom invite before the session.
Wednesday, August 11th, 1PM
Book Discussion with Jane Case Einbender
Eight Perfect Murders by Peter Swanson
A Kirkus Best Fiction Book of the year
“A devious whodunit” — New York Times Book Review
Join us on a nostalgic, clever journey referencing the greatest murder
mysteries in crime fiction — from Agatha Christie’s The A.B.C. Murders to
Patricia Highsmith’s Strangers on a Train.
(You must obtain the book and read it on your own.)
To participate, email Jane Case Einbender at jeinbender@gc.cuny.edu.
You’ll receive a Zoom invite the week before.
THE GREAT LP2 READ
Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell
Wednesday, August 25th, 1PM
Join with us for our third Great LP2 Read. Revisit the book about which The
New York Times declared “Why ‘1984’ Is a 2017 Must-Read.” It shot to No.
1 on Amazon’s best seller list in early 2017. We’ll explore why the book has
found a large readership in this “post-truth” era, how the dystopia Orwell
described suddenly feels all too familiar and consider how we react to
reading it today compared to when we originally read it.
Depending on how many people sign up, we will organize one or more
Zoom discussion groups at this date/time.
To participate, e-mail Jane Case Einbender at jeinbender@gc.cuny.edu.
Obtain the book and read on your own. You’ll receive a Zoom invite the
week before the discussion.
NEW Thursday, August 26th, 2PM
Report Card on the Biden Economy: How’s Joe doing?
with Maury Harris and Dan Hertzberg
The economy has been booming ever since President Biden took office at
the start of the year. While the sharp recovery in jobs and GDP has been
AISI Contact # 212-817-2474

13

most welcome, there are worries that the economy is booming too much as
inflation also has heated up.
Maury and Dan will send out a few articles and some questions ahead of
time to frame our session. If you’d like to attend, please respond to Maury
Harris at Mharris1@gc.cuny.edu and feel free to raise some subjects for
consideration. You’ll receive a Zoom invite before the session.
MEMBER FORUM
Carol Groneman recommends the following for all those who enjoy singing
in the shower (and elsewhere).
Do You Like to Sing? ENCORE CHORALE, the nation’s largest choral
organization for older adults, plans to practice and perform live again this
fall. Join Carol Groneman and Mary Houts in singing a wide selection of
traditional and contemporary four-part choral music. You don’t have to
audition and you can join even if you don’t know how to read music. We
have 15 weekly rehearsals with a professional conductor, Wednesdays,
1:30-3:00, at Broadway Presbyterian Church (Broadway and 114th St.). All
members will be expected to have been vaccinated. In December, we hold
a free holiday concert that is open to the public. As some of you know,
singing in a group is not only good for you, it’s a lot of fun, too. Go to
EncoreCreativity.org to register soon.
ONGOING LP2 EVENTS
The Women’s Group meets at 3:45PM on Thursdays. NOTE: The group
will NOT meet on July 29th but will resume on Thursday, August 5 at
3:35PM. Contact Arlyne LeSchack at aleschack@gc.cuny.edu
The Men’s Group meets at 3:45PM on Wednesdays. Contact Jay
Fleishman at efleishman@gc.cuny.edu.
Stitch Away Stress meets at 4PM Tuesdays. Members share skills and
enjoy the meditative benefits of handwork. Contact Michelle Harris at
mharris@qc.cuny.edu
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Observer Submissions Send items for the next week’s Observer to Susan
Rauch at srauch@gc.cuny.edu by 5PM on Friday. Send Online Art Show
entries and suggestions for virtual tours to Carol Millsom at
cmillsom@gc.cuny.edu.
Member Forum If you have something to share with the LP2 community,
e.g., a photo, an article, a book or a web site that you’ve discovered that
you think would be interesting to members, send it to Susan at
srauch@gc.cuny.edu for inclusion in the Member Forum.
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