THE OBSERVER
NOVEMBER 29, 2021
NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear all,
I hope you enjoyed your break and the holiday last week and for those who
celebrate, Happy Hanukkah. For Thanksgiving, I hosted my in-laws from
out of town and my parents and was able to get to Philadelphia for a day
trip to see a friend in from Chicago. It took some intention to take a real
break and relax, but really nice to be with loved ones.
The curriculum committee has been finalizing the Spring Grid, which you
can preview at this link. We will open registration in the next couple of days
– a separate email will be sent from engagement@gc.cuny.edu. As you
review the Grid, you will notice that each study group has a specified
modality. Information will be sent with the full registration instructions and
link, but for your reference, this is the glossary to accompany the Grid:
1. Zoom only: No in-person component.
2. Hyflex: Zoom and in-person components; participants can opt-in to
come into the Graduate Center for their class.
3. In-person only: No Zoom component. (Not for the immunocompromised
or mask averse.)
The Graduate Center currently enforces the mask mandate set by the
Chancellor for all CUNY campuses – masks are required for all, regardless
of vaccination status, at all times. All students coming to campus must
show proof of vaccination. As of time of publishing this note, CUNY
employees who opt out of submitting vaccination documentation must
participate in a weekly testing program. All students and employees who
are vaccinated are participating in a recently implemented random testing
program as another precaution. The Graduate Center and CUNY will
continue to monitor the pandemic and, following State guidelines, will
adjust in-person activities as necessary to protect the health and safety of
our community.
1

As you wrap up study groups in the coming weeks, I hope you sign up for
intersession activities to stay engaged and find other creative ways to
maintain a connection with other members through the winter months.
In the meantime, we have a Science Seminar with Dean Joshua Brumberg
on Thursday afternoon, preceded by a tribute to longtime member Norma
Grossman who died at the beginning of this term. Please join us –
registration details are below. On Monday the 6th at 4pm, the Diversity
Committee has organized another Unmasking Bias talk, this time by
Professor Van Tran. Registration is required and those details are below as
well.
Take good care,
Mariel
Our office contact information:
engagement@gc.cuny.edu
212-817-2474
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
Get Ready for Spring 2022 with LP2
Although the weather isn’t particularly “springy,” the Spring Semester
will soon be upon us. The finalized grid and the registration dates for
the Spring Semester will arrive via e-mail from Engagement this week.
Keep your eyes peeled.
Advisory Board Updates
The Advisory Board has canceled the December GMM, given that we have
a February GMM scheduled at the opening of our Spring Semester and we
are still unable to gather for a social time, a major highlight of our typical
end-of-semester GMMs.
On a happier note, 2022 will mark the 60th anniversary of IRP/LP²! We are
planning (with all fingers crossed) to have a celebration worthy of both the
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60 years of our program and the return of our community to a post-covid
world.
LP2 Science Seminar Series
This Seminar is dedicated to the memory of Norma Grossman
We dedicate this Science Seminar Series event to longtime IRP member
Norma Grossman, who died on September 4, 2021. Norma was IRP’s
coordinator of science study groups par excellence. During her 25 years as
a member, she coordinated over 44 study groups, mostly on various
aspects of science. She was an extraordinary teacher and an inspiration to
many of us. A short tribute to Norma will precede this talk by Dr. Brumberg.
A number of members shared their memories of Norma in response to her
obituary notice. If you would like to add your thoughts to the slide show
tribute, please send your memories to bmarwell@gc.cuny.edu
Joshua Brumberg, Dean for Sciences, CUNY Graduate Center, My
Journey in Science and Exploring the Mysteries of the Brain
Thursday, December 2, at 3:45PM*
*The tribute to Norma will begin at 3:45PM; the
seminar itself will follow at 4PM.
Following his graduation from The Bronx High
School of Science, Dr. Joshua Brumberg studied
Biology at Williams College and then earned a
Ph.D. in Neurobiology from the University of
Pittsburgh. After completing post-doctoral
fellowships at Yale and Columbia, he established
his laboratory at Queens College to study the effect of the environment on
the development and function of cortical circuits in the brain. As the Dean
for the Sciences at the Graduate Center, Dr. Brumberg oversees cuttingedge research by the science faculties of the entire CUNY system.
Following a half-hour interview, he will participate in an audience Q&A. To
register for the Seminar, use this link:
https://forms.gle/TUycWQDubLH4vEpJ8
Diversity Outreach Committee Unmasking Bias Series
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Professor Van Tran, Racial Discrimination during the Covid-19
Pandemic
Monday, December 6, 4 - 5:30PM
Dr. Tran has a Ph.D. in Sociology and Social
Policy from Harvard University. An immigration
scholar and urban sociologist, his research and
teaching are deeply connected to the diversity,
history and vibrancy of New York City.
After spending his early years in refugee
detention camps in Northern Thailand, Dr. Tran —
a native of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam — moved to
the Bronx as a teenager when his family was
resettled by the International Rescue Committee in 1998. He views the city
as a social laboratory for original research and innovative teaching, both of
which he recognizes can substantively affect urban social policy. Since
2019, Dr. Tran has helped mobilize research on critical issues facing New
York City as the Deputy Director for The Center for Urban Research at the
CUNY Graduate Center.
Professor Tran will reveal how the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic not
only triggered significant anti-Asian sentiment and a dramatic surge in antiAsian violence, but also caused Blacks, and non-White Hispanics to report
persistently higher levels of discrimination than Whites (including White
Hispanics) throughout the pandemic.
Register for this event here: https://gccuny.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8gVTFGHaTxmMaXB3iWYu6w
Fridays@3
Professor Maria Gloria Dominguez-Bello, A Scientist Gone Wild
Friday, December 10, 3PM
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Maria Gloria Dominguez-Bello is a Venezuelanborn microbiologist educated in Venezuela,
Scotland and France, spent sabbaticals in the US
and Spain, and has worked in Venezuela, Puerto
Rico and the United States. She is currently the
Henry Rutgers Professor of Microbiome and Health
and the Director of the New Jersey Institute for Food
Nutrition and Health at Rutgers University, a fellow
at the American Academy of Microbiology and a
member of the editorial boards of several scientific
journals. She was awarded the 2021 Research
Excellence Award by Rutgers.
On December 10, Dr Dominguez-Bello will focus on the human experience
of being on the spot. "One field trip,” she says, "gives us fuel for years but
more importantly, teaches us, opens our eyes to revere nature and value
diversity." She will share with us some of her published work, but mostly,
she will share field experiences that do not appear in her scientific papers.
To register for this event, go to: https://gccuny.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Hays-bbyT0Cj6jHywr8zEw
Congratulations to Clint Smith, our Fridays@3 guest on November 12.
The editors of The New York Times Book Review published “100 Notable
Books of 2021” on Monday. The New York Public Library’s best-books
list is out today — 295 books in four categories (children, teens, adults and
for children in Spanish). One book, How the Word Is Passed: A Reckoning
with the History of Slavery Across America, by Clint Smith, was one of the
Library’s top 10 books for adults and was among The Times’s 100 notable
books. The Times called it “timely and profound, an eloquent view of a
history we have yet fully to confront.”
ArtSig Visit
Salon 94, 3 E. 89th St.,
Wednesday, December 15, late morning
Join us for a tour of Jeanne Greenberg Rohatyn’s new exhibition space, the
product of a recent renovation by Rafael Vinoy of this historic landmark
building. View work by five contemporary artists on three floors. Free of
charge. Coffee afterwards at nearby café. Specifics to follow.
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For information about Salon 94: https://salon94.com/about/locations/89thstreet/
To sign up, contact Dick Kossoff at chemkos@aol.com. Limited capacity.
For questions, contact Nancy Small at nasmall7@gmail.com.
Rescheduled: Ethnic Dining Attempts a Comeback
Friday, December 17, 2:30PM
Buenos Aires, 513 E. 6th Street
Are you ready to eat inside a restaurant again? How about a late lunch,
“una comida,” at the Argentinian restaurant BUENOS AIRES, on Friday
December 17 @ 2:30PM? The restaurant is located at 513 East 6th St.,
part of the trendy, lower East side restaurant scene.
We would like to know if there are at least 18 members interested in
meeting, mingling and dining together. Of course, we will observe all public
health regulations and guidelines.
Interested? Contact Myriam Bucatinsky at myriambuca@gmail.com.
HELP WANTED!

NEW Website Committee Needs Web-Savvy Users (not techies!)
We are seeking two members to join a new Website Committee that will
evaluate suggested changes and improvements to the content, images,
and functionality of the LP2 website from both leadership and
members. This role requires familiarity with LP2’s functions and
membership needs. It also requires comfort and ease in broad use of the
internet and websites. It does NOT require knowledge of how the LP2
Wordpress website works. That said, having some familiarity with
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Wordpress would be an asset. We anticipate meeting biweekly during the
Spring as members begin using the new site. Ultimately, we expect to
move to monthly meetings The Committee will be led by Denise Waxman
and Bruce Smith (as the Advisory Board’s EC representative).
If you are interested, contact Denise at dwaxman1@cuny.gc.edu.
The Marketing Committee Needs You!
Desirable Skills and Experience for Members:
Background in media, marketing, writers and creative thinkers. The
Committee wants members who will tell our story, create programs to
promote LP2‘s mission and history, as well as publicize current activities
and plan future events.
If you’re interested, contact Tom Ashley at thisdayin@aol.com and/or
Lisa Cristal at lisa.e.cristal@gmail.com.
Call for Break Activities between Semesters
The Community Building Initiative seeks volunteers to lead activities during
the break from January 3rd to January 28th. Your activity can meet once,
twice or multiple times and can a be a book or movie discussion, a current
events discussion, a travel adventure or art presentation or something else.
Current and past coordinators can offer a one-session encore presentation
selected from a prior study group. Tech help is available to set up and
assist you in running the Zoom session. We provide the Zoom link to send
to participants.
Contact Jane Case Einbender at jeinbender@gc.cuny.edu to propose your
activity.
ONLINE ART SHOW
From: Patti Kaplan
Title: Iris
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Patti says: This is a watercolor of an iris from my garden.
Calling All Painters, Sculptors, Photographers, Block Printers, Ceramicists
and Textile Artists!
Display the creative work you have been doing this summer in the Online
Art Show. Send a photograph of your work with a title and a brief statement
about it to Carol Millsom at cmillsom@gc.cuny.edu. Art works appear in
The Observer in the order in which they are received.
MEMBER FORUM
Our Ira Rubin: New Yorker of The Week!
Pat Fortunato writes: Isn't it delightful to have something good to report in
these troubled times? Well, I have something really good to tell you, and it's
about one of our members, Ira Rubin, aka NY1’s New Yorker of the Week.
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That's right folks, Ira, who’s been a member of LP2 for 5 years, got his 15
minutes of fame (a write-up and a three-minute segment repeated
throughout the week) on NY1, which started on November 15. He was
chosen for this honor for creating and hosting his music program for the
seniors of the Atria Forest Hills facility, where he currently resides.
The activities director nominated Ira to NY1, and, at first, he was hesitant
about doing a segment for TV, partly because he is shy about public
appearances, but also because he started his program to give something of
value to his fellow residents, not to promote himself. However, when he
saw the segment, he was glad he had done it.
Ira is definitely not shy when it comes to holding weekly seminars on the
music he loves, pop songs from the 40’s and beyond. The residents of Atria
sing along and “bop” to the Oldies but Goodies, but Ira also stays with the
times: He even talks about his eventual enjoyment of the performer Lady
Gaga.
You can access the story and watch the video in the next few weeks by
clicking on this link:
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/nyer-of-the-week/2021/11/15/newyorker-of-the-week--ira-rubin#

Remembrance of an Autumn Past
Richard Resnick has sent us some recollections of an autumn past, which
should help light our way through the dark, cold days of the upcoming
winter.
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ONGOING LP2 EVENTS
The Women’s Group meets at 3:45PM on Thursdays. Contact Arlyne
LeSchack at aleschack@gc.cuny.edu.
The Men’s Group meets at 3:45PM on Wednesdays. Contact Jay
Fleishman at efleishman@gc.cuny.edu.
Stitch Away Stress meets at 4PM Tuesdays. Members share skills and
enjoy the meditative benefits of handwork. Contact Michelle Harris at
mharris@gc.cuny.edu.
Observer Submissions Send items for the next week’s Observer to Micky
Josephs at mjosephs@gc.cuny.edu by 5PM on Friday. Send Online Art
Show entries and suggestions for virtual tours to Carol Millsom at
cmillsom@gc.cuny.edu.
Member Forum If you have something to share with the LP2 community,
e.g., a photo, an article, a book or a web site that you’ve discovered and
think would be interesting to members, send it to Micky at
mjosephs@gc.cuny.edu for inclusion in the Member Forum.
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