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From the Office of Academic Initiatives and Strategic
Innovation
Dear Members,
A reminder that the Office of Academic Initiatives and Strategic Innovation
(AISI) is in Room 8309 on the 8th Floor, and you can reach our staff at
lp2@gc.cuny.edu or 212-817-2474.
The office is also the home of the LP2 First Desk, staffed by LP2 members
who will help you get acquainted with The Graduate Center and answer your
LP2-related questions. The First Desk is open 9:30AM to 2:00 PM, Monday
thru Thursday, and 9:30AM to 12:30PM on Fridays.
To help us keep our community healthy, please review the instructions
regarding reporting positive Covid-19 cases, below. LP2 members attending
study groups in person are required to inform the AISI administrators if the test
positive for Covid-19.
Finally, to help you get the most out of your Graduate Center campus
experience, please read on for instructions on how to save the Cleared4 pass
to your phone and how to obtain a student photo ID. A reminder that your
student ID is linked to many student discounts, complete list of discounts and
more details are available here.
Joanna
Program Manager for LP2
Office of Academic Initiatives and Strategic Innovation (AISI)
212-817-2474
Lp2@gc.cuny.edu

LP2 Celebrates 60 Years with a Memorable Gala
More than 170 LP2 members gathered at John Jay Dining Room and Terrace
on the evening of September 22 for a glorious celebration of 60 years of
IRP/LP2. . Even the weather cooperated, with the sun coming out around 4PM
after a cloudy and rainy start to the day.
This return to in-person LP2 gatherings was hosted by the Board of the
Institute for Education in Retirement, Inc., the fiscal arm of LP2. Laurie Leiner
and Susan Rubens worked together seamlessly to locate the venue, plan the
menu, and handle all the myriad details associated with such a large event.
The celebration began with hors d’oeuvres and cocktails, against a
background of the music of our lives – hits from the 60’s through the 90’s -curated by James Smith. Guests were welcomed by Barbara Marwell, Advisory
Board Chair, Dean Brian Peterson, and Graduate Center President Robin
Garrell.

Then the highlight of the evening a video produced by member Linda Gottlieb
and Rich Goldman, who has become our quasi-official LP2 videographer. The
video included a brief history of IRP/LP2 and excerpts from interviews with
dozens of members celebrating their experiences in LP2 . One member’s
comments in an email, reflected many others: “And that video: WOW!! No
description can adequately convey how good it is. It must be seen.”

Dinner followed the program with members gathered at tables to talk the
evening away with memories and plans and the joy of being together again. A
selection of emails after the event conveys the impact of the party.

“This was LP² at its best — a community of friends.”
“The 60th Anniversary party was a truly wonderful event, most especially for
someone like me who has never met any member in person.”
“SPECTACULAR evening for the 60th Anniversary of LP². The program,
venue, remarks, video, food and everything was such an extraordinary
experience for the whole community. You lifted my spirits more than you may
ever know!”
“The impact of seeing so many classmates - some for the first time - was more
than I had imagined and made me realize how deeply I've come to appreciate
and depend on IRP/ LP². “
“It was very uplifting after the last few grueling years.”
“[After the years of uncertain circumstances in leaving The New School,] “the
best we could do was anything. and everything necessary to keep the ship
afloat until we reached a safe port. Yesterday's party proves that the mission
was accomplished.”
“Last night’s event gave me great hope that our organization is very well and
alive.”
“How nice to meet so many CUNY people, and such positive comments about
our joining their community.”
Among the last guests to leave were Dean Peterson and President Garrell who
met and talked with many LP2 members, experiencing the energy and vibrancy
of our 60-year-old-organization and celebrating our association with the CUNY
Graduate Center.

CUNY GRADUATE CENTER: MORE OF WHAT YOU NEED-TO-KNOW
Scroll down to bottom for all information on:

Graduate Center Student IDs;
CUNY Cleared4 Access Passes
A Shortcut to Displaying Cleared4 Access Passes on Your
Smartphones
Reporting Positive COVID-19 Results.

COMING UP SOON
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE COORDINATOR DEVELOPMENT
WORKSHOPS
TODAY!! Wednesday, September 28 @ 4:00PM (Zoom)
Brainstorming – Let's Get Started
Where do ideas for study groups come from? This session will help you to
think of an idea that could work for a study group that you might like to
coordinate or co-coordinate in the future. We invite you to join us, whether or
not you have come up with a topic. To register, click on this link: Brainstorming

Ever Wonder What You Might Be Missing?
(from The Curriculum Committee)

It’s the start of a new term, bringing a chance to learn how to do something
totally new while revisiting things you’ve enjoyed in the past.
The Curriculum Committee invites you to take advantage of the opportunity to
coordinate a study group. If you haven’t done it before, this could be the year
that you discover what can happen if you put in the time and effort to do some
research on something intriguing that you may have never gotten around to
pursuing.
A committee member (your Curriculum Committee contact) will be there to
support you through the whole process, from formulating your plan and
preparing your study group proposal to shepherding it through the approval
process and presenting it in class.
This fall, there will be six Zoom workshops covering the nuts and bolts;
everything from coming up with ideas, designing a presentation, finding a cocoordinator (if you prefer not to go solo), troubleshooting and researching your
topic to designing a syllabus.

Here’s the Zoom link: Brainstorming
Monday, October 3 @ 4:00PM. More Than One Way to Present Study
Groups What makes a study group engaging? Next Monday we'll discuss how
to find the format that fits your style and use it to share your ideas
effectively. To register, click on : More than one way .

Taking the Plunge
(from The Curriculum Committee)
Now more than ever there's no need to miss
out on the chance to coordinate your own
study group. It's surprising to realize that
there are still some LP2 members who
haven't yet taken advantage of this
opportunity.
You have lots of choices in how to go
about it.
You can do a full 12-week session or a
6-week half-semester.
You can do it on your own, with a co-coordinator, or with a number of cocoordinators.
You can join a group set up by an experienced coordinator or organize
one yourself and do as little as one session.
You can do it in person or on Zoom.
You can do it on whatever topic grabs you.
Whether you want to dive into the deep end or just start by getting your feet
wet, the Curriculum Committee will help you put it together. It runs Zoom
workshops on how to do it, and a committee member will work with you
individually to give you as much or as little help as you would like.
The workshops are just informational, with no commitment necessary. The
next one, More Than One Way, will deal with styles of coordinating. It will be
held Monday, October 3, at 4 pm on Zoom.
Here's the Zoom link: More than one way

And mark your calendars for these upcoming Curriculum
Committee Coordinator Development Workshops:
Wednesday, October 12 @ 4:00PM
Bonus: Two workshops this week! (same day & time, different links)
Speed Dating (for prospective co-coordinators)
This session is designed for those who would like to find someone sharing their
interests who might like to cooperate in putting together a study group. To
register, click on this link: Speed Dating;

or

How's it Going? (for current coordinators)
This will be an opportunity for both new and experienced coordinators to
discuss how their current study groups are progressing and to share problemsolving strategies. We'll talk about what's working, what isn't, and what to try
next. To register, click on: How's it Going?
Wednesday, October 19 @ 4:00PM
Beyond Beginnings – Zeroing in on Research Resources
We'll look at some library and research resources to enrich your topic's
content. To register, click on: Beyond Beginnings
Wednesday, October 26 @4:00PM. Making it Happen – Organizing a
Syllabus
When it’s time to come up with a semester's worth of weekly lessons, it's time
to think about creating a syllabus. To register, click on this link: Making it
Happen.

November 9 Deadline - Spring 2023 Study Group Proposals
Are you thinking about coordinating a study group ithis spring
(2023)? Please let the Curriculum Committee know if you’re interested. If
you don’t have a contact, please email Ruth Mackaman
(rmackaman@gmail.com) or Randy Ross (rhr702@yahoo.com) or talk
to any Curriculum Committee member in class, at the Graduate Center,
by email or at lunch. We need you to do your part and we’re happy to
provide all kinds of support.
Click here for the proposal form:Spring 2023 Proposal Form
The Curriculum Committee wants to hear from you!

WORKSHOPS
Two LP2 Website Workshops
How to Login and Use the Member Directory Wednesdays @4:00PM
(ZOOM)
th
Choose one of these three Wednesday options: September 28 , October
th
th
5 , or October 12 @ 4:00PM (ZOOM)
Want to look up LP2 members to see their faces,
find their addresses or phone numbers, read their
bios? You’ve got to use the Member Directory. To
do that you need to login. Learn how to create a
secure and easy-to-remember password, how to
reset it yourself if you forget it, how to bookmark
the site (or make it a favorite) so you can get to it

with a single click and how to get help 24/7 if you
forget any of this. Then get a tour of the Member
Directory. All that in a small group workshop. There
will be an opportunity to get your questions
answered and one-on-one help. September 28th,
October 5th and October 12th. Sign-up here.
Or contact Denise
Waxman at dwaxman1@lp2nyc.org with
questions.
Update Your Member Profile! (ZOOM)
Wednesdays @4:00PM
Choose one of these three Wednesday options:
October 19th, October 26th or November 2nd
This workshop is about
Making Yourself Findable
in the Member Directory.
What do you read? What
are your interests? Where
do you live? What do you
look like now, not 20 years
ago? LP2 members want
to know! Learn how to
update your Profile Photo,
Cover Photo, Bio,
Interests, Skills,
Neighborhood, Contact info
and more in the new

LP2 Member Directory.
This small group workshop will provide a full tour of the newMember
Directory and show you how you can search in ways you couldn’t do
before. Most important you will learn how to make yourself more findable
by updating your photo and sharing what you want others to know about
you. There will be an opportunity to get your questions answered and
one-on-one help. October 19th, October 26th or November 2nd
Sign-up here or contact Denise Waxman at dwaxman1@lp2nyc.org with
questions.

NEWS AND EVENTS
2
LP Science Seminar Series
Susan L. Epstein, Professor of Computer Science
Hunter College and The CUNY Graduate Center
Collaborative Intelligence: AI and People Solving
Problems Together
Tuesday, October 11th, 4:00PM (ZOOM, LP2 Members
Only)

Please join us on Tuesday, October 11th , for the first
event in our Science Seminar Series, featuring a
conversation about Artificial Intelligence with Hunter
College Professor Susan L. Epstein, . Trained first as a
theoretical mathematician at Smith College and NYU's
Courant Institute, Dr. Epstein went on to earn her Ph.D. in
computer science at Rutgers.
Dr. Epstein has always been fascinated by how people and machines solve
problems. At Hunter College and the Graduate Center, she works in artificial
intelligence (AI), in particular about how to describe the world to a machine and
how machines learn.
Her work creates machines that learn to be experts. In that effort, she has
collaborated with microbiologists, roboticists, linguists, psychologists,
geographers, mathematicians, and urban planners.
Her current work includes autonomous robots, spatial cognition, humancomputer dialogue, and computational cognitive neuroscience. Dr. Epstein
continues to be entranced by how brains and minds solve problems, and how
computers can support and exploit that knowledge.
Dr. Epstein will be interviewed by LP2 member Bernie Belkin for about ½ hour
and then participate in a Q&A with the audience.
To register for this seminar, click here. Registrants will automatically
receive a ZOOM link.

ArtSIG Event
Chaim Gross Foundation
October 12th at 3:30PM
526 La Guardia Place (between Bleecker St. and W. 3rd St.)
Join us for a visit to the home and studio of sculptor Chaim Gross (1902-1991),
an often-overlooked gem in the heart of Greenwich Village. Lovingly
maintained by his daughter, the studio and home stands as his family left it –
filled with the sculptor’s own work and that of other New York artists who were
his friends – Marsden Hartley, Raphael Soyer, Stuart Davis, and Elie
Nadelman.
The tour should take about an hour with coffee/wine to follow. Limited to 15
participants. Mask required.
The tour is $15, payable at the door.
To reserve, contact Dick Kossoff at dkossoff@lp2nyc.edu

Chaim Gross Mother Playing, 1961
Fordham University, Lincoln Center Campus

For more information, go to the
website: https://www.rcgrossfoundation.org/

Do You Know Someone Who Might be Interested in
Joining LP2?
Send them the instructions below to register for the next
Information Session.
Register now for LP2 Next Information Session
October 18, 2022
Join us at our Information Session to find out more about the Lifelong
Peer Learning Program (LP2) at The CUNY Graduate Center and learn
how to apply to become a member of our unique learning community for
the Spring 2023 term.
Click on the Register Now button below and let us know if you can
attend the LP2 Information Session on October 18, 2022, from 2:00PM
to 4:00PM, being held at the Graduate Center,
365 Fifth Avenue (at 34th St.), New York, NY.
Visit our website

ONLINE ART SHOW
Carol Sterling, Lottie's Lake

Carol says,“I painted this picture for the bedroom of my great-granddaughter,
Lottie Lake Burke, born in April.”

MEMBER FORUM
Susan Rubens, who as host-in-chief of Pour at 4 knows a considerable
amount about gathering, says“ Let’s Gather at the Graduate Center Dining
Commons.”

The Dining Commons (Cafeteria) is
on the 8th floor near the AISI Office and First Desk
a large, beautiful space to gather in
a great place to bring your lunch
Let’s take advantage of this lovely space, find our classmates and make

plans to enjoy meeting in person.

Little Amal Walks NYC through October 2, 2022
Carol Sterling says we should all try to see Little Amal while she’s in town.
Little Amal is a 10-year-old refugee who left her home in Syria to escape war
and violence. She is also a 12' giant Puppet. Since July 2021, she has
traveled over 9,000 miles across 12 countries, and is now an internationally
recognized symbol of human rights, especially those of refugees.
Her urgent message to the world on behalf of all refugees, immigrants and
marginalized peoples is "Don't forget about us."
She is being welcomed in NYC through October 2 in all five boroughs by
artists, civic leaders, community-based organizations and young New Yorkers
of all backgrounds. Here is how you can find out where she will be traveling in
NYC.
www.walkwithamal.org
@walkwithamal
www.stannswarehouse.org

On September 22, 2022, an interview with Carol appeared in "The Spirit.,"
A local NYC paper* She was pleased to speak about the importance of the 12'giant puppet, "Little Amal “iin NYC. As an educational puppeteer, Carol
welcomed the opportunity to spotlight the role that the puppetry arts can play in
increasing public awareness about important political and social causes that
can mobilize activism resulting in positive social and political changes.
Carol hopes you will click on the link below and read the article about this
important humanitarian art project. "Little Amal Walks NYC." Is supported by
St. Ann's Warehouse, the Walk, Handspring Puppet Company, NYC
Department of Cultural Affairs and the Jim Henson Foundation.
*https://www.otdowntown.com/nes/little-amal-in-new-york-CF2214523

CUNY GRADUATE CENTER NEED-TO-KNOW

REMINDERS
Calling All Painters, Sculptors, Photographers, Block
Printers, Ceramicists and Textile Artists!
Display the creative work you are doing this summer in the Online Art
Show. Send a photograph of your work with a title and a brief statement
about it to Carol Millsom at cmillsom@gc.cuny.edu. Art works appear in
The Observer in the order in which they are received.

MISSING LINKS DIRECTORY
Graduate Center Password Reset
GC Portal
LP2 Library Contact (Mason Brown)
Free Access – CUNY ARTS
LP2 Member Website
Member Directory
Faces
Library and Online Resource page
LP2 and GC Help
Tech Help
Linkedin Learning (formerly known as Lynda)
LinkedIn learning at NYPL and Get a NYPL Library Card
LinkedIn Learning at BPL and Get a BPL Library Card
LinkedIn Learning at QPL and Get a QPL Library Card
Have a link you can’t find or keep track of? Send requests and
suggestions to Micky Josephs at mjosephs@gc.cuny.edu or Susan
Rauch at srauch@gc.cuny.edu.
Send your requests and suggestions to Micky Josephs at
mjosephs@gc.cuny.edu or Susan Rauch atsrauch@gc.cuny.edu.

Current GC Campus Covid Rules

ONGOING LP 2 EVENTS

The Women’s Group meets at 3:45PM on Thursdays. Contact
Arlyne LeSchack at aleschack@gc.cuny.edu.
(Note: The Women’s Group will continue to meet Thursday afternoons at
3:45pm except for the second week of the month when the Group will meet in
person from 1:15 to 2:15pm- Tuesdays 10/11, 11/8, 12/13 in room 9205 at the
GC.)
The Men’s Group meets at 3:45PM on Wednesdays. Contact Jay Fleishman at
efleishman@gc.cuny.edu.
Stitch Away Stress meets at 4PM Tuesdays. Members share skills and enjoy
the meditative benefits of handwork. Contact Michelle Harris at
mharris@gc.cuny.edu.

Schedule for submitting articles for The Observer and
Website – DEADLINE DATE
Members wishing to submit information for publication in The Observer
and/or or listing on the Website have a new deadline: the Wednesday
before the Monday publication date. In addition, we urge you to send
us your material as early as possible so that it can be entered onto the
LP2calendar, which is managed by the Graduate Center. If you have an
event to publicize, please notify Micky Josephs
at mjosephs@gc.cuny.edu at least one month in advanceto ensure
that the event receives maximum publicity.
Member Forum Submissions: If you have something to share with the
LP2 community, e.g., a photo, an article, a book or a web site that
you’ve discovered and think would be interesting to members, send it to
Micky Josephs at mjosephs@gc.cuny.edu.

CUNY GRADUATE CENTER NEED-TO-KNOW
GRADUATE CENTER STUDENT IDS
If you don’t have a Graduate Center Student Photo ID card, you can
obtain it in two ways:

Via mail:
Email security@gc.cuny.edu from your Graduate Center email address.
Put “ID Card” in the subject line.
Include your name, Program (LP2), and mailing address in the email
body.
Attach a “passport type headshot” JPEG picture taken within the past six
months.

In-person:
While on campus, please stop at the security desk in the lobby and
inform the officer that you are an LP2 student and need an ID card. You
will be directed to the student ID office.

CREATING A SHORTCUT TO PUT YOUR CUNY CLEARED4
ACCESS PASS ON YOUR SMARTPHONE HOME PAGE
Apple - Access your pass by navigating to your personal link from the
Cleared4 registration email you received. Please check your email account for
an email from no-reply@cleared4work.com.
Click the "Show Access Pass" button. With your pass open in the
browser:
Android - click on the three-dots icon in your browser to access settings, and
click “Add to Homepage”
iPhone - click on the “Add to Homepage” icon in the bottom menu
Enter the name of your shortcut and click “Add.” You will now be able to
access your pass from the shortcut on your home screen at any time. For
additional assistance, watch this quick how-to video.

CUNY Cleared4 Access Passes
CUNY mandates that all students taking in-person and hybrid classes have upto-date COVID-19 vaccinations, which include a booster, once eligible. LP2
members must upload their proof of vaccination to CUNY’s Cleared4 system to
obtain an electronic access pass needed to enter the Graduate Center.

CUNY Academic Year 2022-23 COVID-19 Information and Safety
Guidance
The Graduate Center’s COVID-19 guidance follows CUNY’s COVID-19
Guidelines. All members of our community should be familiar with the protocols
and services that are in place to keep our community safe and supported
during the 2022-23 academic year. Reducing the risk of the spread of COVID19 on our campus is a community effort that is grounded in mutual respect,
designed to foster an environment for safe learning, researching and working
together. Please refer to the highlights and visit the Graduate Center’s Covid19 page for more details.

Reporting Positive COVID-19 Results
LP2 members who test positive for COVID-19, whether through a testing
provider or with an at-home kit, must contact the Academic Initiatives and
Strategic Innovation (AISI) staff by emailing lp2@gc.cuny.edu and copy
the Graduate Center Covid-19 Campus Coordinator
at reactivation@gc.cuny.edu. The member’s CUNY Access Pass in
Cleared4 will be suspended and will be reinstated once they provide us
with a negative PCR test result, a negative Antigen result (from a licensed lab),
or medical clearance from their doctor.
If You Test Positive for Covid-19
Stay home for 5 days (day 0 is your first day of symptoms, or the day of
your first positive test if you do not develop symptoms).
If you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5 days,
you can leave your house.

In order to return to CUNY after isolation, you must receive a
negative PCR or Antigen test from a licensed lab:
Collect the test sample only if you are fever-free for 24 hours
without the use of fever-reducing medication and your other
symptoms have improved.
If your test result is positive, you should continue to isolate until
day 10. Following day 10 you must receive a negative PCR or
Antigen test (from a licensed lab) before returning to CUNY.
In lieu of a negative test, individuals may provide a doctor’s
certification that they have recovered from COVID-19.
Continue to wear a well-fitting mask around others for 5
additional
days; if you cannot wear a mask, continue to isolate for 5
days.
If you have a fever, continue isolation until you are fever-free for 24 hours
without the use of fever-reducing medication.
If you were severely ill with COVID-19 you should isolate for at least 10
days. Consult your doctor before ending isolation.
How to calculate 5 days of isolation:Day 0 is your first day of symptoms or a
positive COVID-19 test result. Day 1 is the first full day after symptoms
developed or your test specimen was collected. For more information on
quarantine and isolation, please see CDC guidelines.

Returning to Campus:
After you complete 5 days of isolation, take a COVID-19 test (at this time, we
only accept PCR and/or Antigen tests from a licensed lab, No at-home test
kits will be accepted as proof of a negative test result) and send a copy of
your negative test result to lp2@gc.cuny.edu and
copy reactivation@gc.cuny.edu so that we can restore your CUNY Access
Pass in Cleared4. Medical clearances will be accepted ONLY if you are
asymptomatic but still testing positive after 5 days of isolation.
Contact
Contact COVID-19 Campus Coordinator, Daniela Verdejo Salazar at
reactivation@gc.cuny.edu for further information.

