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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Hello all,

What a chilly weekend! Wonderful to see some of you last week on campus

and I look forward to reconnecting with others over the semester.

A reminder that the add/drop deadline is on Friday the 10th – please use this

link to see which study groups are still available and to submit the request

form: https://forms.gle/vUhcwXRgyX2X4Yu47. All requests need to be

processed by our office, not by coordinators.

Note that our office will be closed on the upcoming holidays Monday, February



13th and Monday, February 20th. Our voicemail and inbox lp2@gc.cuny.edu

will not be monitored over those 3-day weekends so please expect a reply on

the following Tuesdays. Similarly, The Observer will be published on Tuesdays,

those weeks.

Some additional housekeeping notes below.

Have a great week,

Mariel

AISI Office Hours

A reminder that the Office of Academic Initiatives and Strategic Innovation

(AISI) is located in Room 8309 on the 8th Floor, and you can reach our staff at

lp2@gc.cuny.edu or 212-817-2474. The office is open Monday thru Friday,

9:00AM to 5:00PM.

Please note: Our staff email andlp2@gc.cuny.edu and

engagement@gc.cuny.edu are migrating to the cloud on February 9th.

There may be delays in response time at the end of this week and into

early next week.

ID Cards and Stickers

Graduate Center Student IDs can be obtained remotely or on campus.

Please print your Spring 2023 schedule as proof of enrollment and

identify yourself as an LP2 member at the front desk. Public Safety will

direct you to the ID office. Please reach out to lp2@gc.cuny.edu for

instructions to request an ID remotely.

Current term stickers are available in the AISI Office in Room 8309.

Important Reminders About Your Graduate Center Email Account

As a reminder, all LP2 members have been given a new GC email

account. Members have received personalized communication from the

Graduate Center IT department with their new email address and initial

password. The easiest way to check your GC email is to use your internet

browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox, etc.) to the website www.outlook.com and

log in with your new e-mail address and provided password.

What changed:

Your GC email address changed fromusername@gc.cuny.edu to

username@gradcenter.cuny.edu.

The easiest way to use your Graduate Center email account is online

at www.outlook.com.

The contents of your old email inbox have been automatically moved to

your new inbox.

You now have access to a free Microsoft Office 365 subscription for

software to use on your personal computers and mobile devices.

What remained the same:

You will continue to use your old GC account username and password to

use the GC library online databases, GC community WIFI, and computer



workstations and printers on campus.

Things to keep in mind:

You will continue receiving communication from our office at your

personal and new @gradcenter.cuny.edu email accounts.

This transition does not affect how you log in intowww.lp2nyc.org website and

the LP2 Member Directory. Check out this great new guide to the

LP2 website https://www.lp2nyc.org/new-lp2-website/ For all questions related

to the website, please contact website@lp2nyc.org.

GRAD CENTER CAMPUS COVID-19 GUIDANCE

The Graduate Center’s COVID-19 guidance follows CUNY’s COVID-19

Guidelines. All members of our community should be familiar with the protocols

and services that are in place to keep our community safe and supported

during the 2022-23 academic year.

Important notes about being on campus this Spring:

LP2 members who test positive for COVID-19, whether through a testing

provider or with an at-home kit, must email the Graduate Center’s Covid-

19 Campus Coordinator at reactivation@gc.cuny.edu. The Coordinator

will work with AISI staff to aid in identifying and notifying those who may

have been exposed.

CUNY mandates that all students taking in-person and hybrid classes be

fully vaccinated against COVID-19. LP2 members must upload their proof

of vaccination to CUNY’s Cleared4 system to obtain an electronic access

pass, which must be presented to enter the building. If you don’t have a

Cleared4 pass, please contact our office at lp2@gc.cuny.edu.

Watch this how-to video to add a shortcut to your Cleared4 CUNY

Access Pass to your smartphone.

At this time, CUNY does not have a mask mandate. Masking is optional

and recommended in crowded public spaces at times of high

transmission in NYC.

Regular testing is recommended and especially after travel. If you feel

sick, stay home.

CDC guidance on isolation and exposure. Quarantining is no longer

necessary if you have been exposed to a person who has tested positive

and do not experience symptoms yourself.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Free Hearing Test

The Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) Program

Spring Appointments: Wednesdays Only

9:00am, 10:30am, 1:00pm, and 2:30pm



For appointments, please call 212-817-7980

Do you or a family member have difficulty hearing?

Do you have a child with hearing difficulty or middle ear problems?

Do you have a child who may have difficulty processing speech?

Do you have a relative who is complaining that you do not seem to understand

them?

Do you or a family member listen to the television or music at loud levels?

Do you want advice regarding custom-fitted ear-molds for your iPod?

Do you want advice regarding custom-fitted ear-protectors or swim-molds?

Do you want to try assistive devices which can help you understand television?

Do you or a family member want advice about hearing aids or assistive

technologies?

Do you or a family member want advice about hearing protection?

Are you a musician needing advice about your hearing and hearing protection?

Services Include:

Basic hearing and speech test

Hearing aid checks, hearing aid counseling

Testing hearing of children

Advice about hearing aids and adjustment to hearing aids

Hearing aid checks

Advice and opportunity to experience the benefits of hearing assistive

technologies

Advice about custom ear protection including musician ear plugs and

swim molds

Advice about custom ear buds for iPods, MP3 Players

Auditory evoked potentials testing

Hearing health promotion

Opportunities to experience our portable hearing loop system

Auditory processing tests

It is the policy of The City University of New York and the constituent colleges and units of
The University to provide benefits provide services without regard to race, color, creed,
national origin, ethnicity, ancestry, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
marital status, legally registered domestic partnership status, disability, predisposing
genetic characteristics, age, citizenship, military or veteran status, or status as a victim of
domestic violence.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Coordinator Development Workshops

This semester there will be a series of sessions on Zoom designed to

answer your questions about coordinating and help you get started on

the process of putting your study group together. Brainstorming is the

first workshop in the series.



Brainstorming: Let’s get started

Wednesday, February 8th from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

Where do study group ideas come from?

This session will help you think of a topic that could work and consider how to

develop it.

Register

Here are the workshops that are coming up.

More Than One Way to Present Study Groups

Wednesday, February 15th from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

What makes study groups engaging? This session we'll consider how to find

the format that fits your style and your topic and use it to share your ideas

effectively.

Register

Speed-Dating - for Prospective Co-coordinators

Wednesday, February 22nd from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

Want to find someone with similar interests to put together a study

group? We'll help you learn what's involved in working with a compatible

collaborator. Maybe you'll find a match.

Note: This runs concurrently withHow's it Going?



Register

How's it Going? – for Current Coordinators

Wednesday, February 22nd from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

Want to discuss how your current study group is progressing and share

problem-solving strategies with other new and experienced coordinators? We'll

talk about what's working, what's not, and what to try next. Note: This runs

concurrently with Speed-Dating.

Register

Research Resources – Zeroing In

Wednesday, March 1st from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

Register

Making It Happen – Developing a Syllabus

Wednesday, March 8th from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

Register

Engaging the Group – Ways to Encourage Participation

Wednesday, March 15th from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

Register

Managing Media – Using Slides, Images, and Video

Wednesday, April 19th from 4:15-5:15PM on Zoom

Register

Science Seminar Series

Politicized Science in the United Stateswith Dr. Matthew Goldberg

Thursday, February 16th, at 4:00PM (Zoom, LP2 Members Only)

Our next Science Seminar on Thursday,

February 16th, will feature Dr. Matthew

Goldberg speaking about Politicized Science

in the United States. Matthew is an Associate

Research Scientist at the Yale Program on

Climate Change Communication at Yale

University. A graduate of the CUNY Graduate

Center, he studies persuasion, social

influence, ideology, and strategic

communication. Matthew will discuss his

research insights into building public

understanding and motivation to address

climate change and other urgent

environmental, social and political issues.

To register, click here.

Diversity-Outreach Committee Unmasking Bias Series

A Conversation with Jessie Montgomery: The Changing American Canon

Tuesday, March 7, at 4:00PM (Webinar, Open to the Public)



Attention All Music Lovers (Especially

Classical)!

The New York Times' full page 2021 profile

on Jessie Montgomery has a striking

headline: 'The Changing American Canon

Sounds like Jessie Montgomery, stating “…a

new portrait of American sound has emerged,

with Montgomery’s music providing some of

the latest, crucial touches She’s pretty much

changing the canon for American orchestras.”

Suddenly, Jessie Montgomery’s music is

everywhere. Orchestras in the U.S. and

overseas are opening their programs with

Strum, Starburst (click to listen) andBanner.

Future projects include a piece for the New York Philharmonic as part of

Project 19, its multi-year initiative commissioning female composers in

celebration of the centennial of the 19th amendment.

She is the recipient of the Leonard Bernstein Award from the ASCAP

Foundation, the Sphinx Medal of Excellence, and Musical America’s Composer

of the year. Her music interweaves classical music with elements of vernacular

music, improvisation, poetry, and social consciousness, making her an acute

interpreter of 21st-century American sound and experience. Her works have

been described as “turbulent, wildly colorful and exploding with life” (The

Washington Post).

To register, click here. BRING YOUR QUESTIONS for the Q&A.

NEW MEMBER BIOS

Eva Podietz

Hello. My name is Eva-Lynn Podietz, but I

prefer to be called “Eva”. I live on the Upper

West Side, in a small apartment with my dog

and 3 cats. While I’ve lived in my building for

32 years, I am not a native New Yorker, but,

rather, a Philadelphian. My siblings and their

families still reside in and around Philadelphia.

I’ve also lived in/around Boston and

Providence.

I came to New York in the 1970’s as a budding

commercial banker. I left banking/management

consulting around 1990, and I started my next

career in social work. I am semi-retired but

continue to work as a consultant with my last

employer, The West Side Federation for Senior

and Supportive Housing, and as a cat sitter.



I tend to engage intensively in serial pastimes which I leave and to which I

sometimes return. These include travel, baking bread, photography, hiking,

snow-shoeing, and bicycling. I also work the polls and do some volunteer work

in the community and with organizations concerned with animal welfare.

I look forward to meeting up with LP2 participants soon.

Aric Press

I'm a retired journalist, a husband and

grandfather, a bread baker, and a reader.

Now that I have real discretionary time, I

find myself making meals for my children

and grandchildren and looking for

volunteer opportunities. I've been working

with seniors at a New York City high

school on their college application essays

and delighting in being around young

people and helping them improve their

writing. As with so many of my friends, I

worry about the state of the world and

what we are leaving behind for the next

generations. I am resisting despair and

hoping that together we might make things a little better while we still have the

opportunity.

Barbara Rosenstein

I retired in July 2022 after more than 35

years in nonprofit management and

communications, most recently as

director of the Cancer Research &

Treatment Fund, an organization that

supports blood cancer research at Weill

Cornell Medicine. I have a BA in English

and an MBA in marketing, both from

Fordham University.

Over the years, I’d heard about LP2

from several acquaintances and always

kept it in mind as a great opportunity to

learn and meet interesting new people

once I retired. While I’m fortunate to be

surrounded by wonderful friends and family, the past six years have been

challenging; my partner of many years died and then, of course, the pandemic

arrived. With the city coming to life again, it’s been so much fun to dive back

into dining out with friends and attending theater, concerts and museums. I

also enjoy movies (silents to present day) and reading – especially history,

fiction, and mysteries.

The study groups I’m taking – on Bruegel, Colonial Fiction, the Civil War, and



Viennese Decorative Arts – will allow me to explore both new subjects and

longtime areas of interest. I’m looking forward to getting started and to meeting

all of you!

Harriet Shapiro

After working as a lawyer, I

chose to stay home and care

for my family while pursuing

volunteer work and study. I

was in the docent program at

the Metropolitan Museum of

Art, a docent at the

Guggenheim Museum for 6

years, and a founding member

of the Carnegie Hill CSA. My

work as a lawyer included 9

years at Bristol-Myers

Company and 4 years at Empire Blue Cross and Blue Shield where I was

Liaison to the New York State Insurance Department and a corporate attorney.

Later, I was a federal court mediator for many years, and also mediated in the

New York City Civil Court, Housing Part.

My husband, Abraham Zylberberg, who passed away in 2014, was a Holocaust

survivor child. To honor his memory, I became active in UJA, and in JDC, the

organization that helped his family leave Poland in 1950. At JDC, I archive post

war photographs and papers relating to social programs in Israel funded by

JDC. At UJA, I served on the ACE committee, reviewing grants to UJA

recipient organizations and providing consulting services. UJA asked me to

serve as a member of the Hunter College Hillel Board, which I did from 2015-

2021.

I learned archiving skills, working at The Archives of American Art for 6 years,

after earning my MA in Art history. These skills, coupled with legal acumen was

valuable to the Warren Ct. Historical Society Board, where I have served since

2015. I own a second home in NW Ct. where I have spent weekends since

1984. I study painting at the 92nd St Y. Previously, I studied at the National

Academy of Art, The Art Students’ League and the New York Academy of Art. I

have audited classes at Hunter College and taken classes in the Yale Alumni

College. I also enjoy cooking and studying garden design and tree care.

I look forward to study and work at LP2, and have a genuine desire to know,

help and enjoy other members.

Nina Winter

Hi, my name is Nina. I'm a New Yorker by

birth and have lived in a few different NYC

boroughs and Manhattan neighborhoods over

the many years of my existence. My home

now is downtown Manhattan, which I have

always liked because so much of it is like

going back in time. The curved streets, the old



buildings, and the placards that tell of people

and their stories from long ago. As an

architect, the mix of old and new, creates a

kind of music that I truly enjoy. When I am not

walking the streets of the city, I plug myself

into my computer trying to learn what I can

about programming languages and app

creations.

I'm eager to jump into the LP2 community

which seems filled with people from different

walks of life and with different life experiences

and start a new adventure.

WEBSITE REPORT

Sort and Search PAST Study Groups

The Study Group History Table and the Study Group Grid Archivework

together to help you learn more about past Study Groups. Together they are a

great resource for inspiration for a future Study Group, finding coordinators with

a shared interest, learning about syllabus structure and more.

In theHistory Table, 566 Study Groups from 2014 to 2021 are listed. Search

and sort by Study Group Name, General Subject Category, Coordinator, Year

and Semester. The General Subject Categories are Literature, Philosophy,

Drama and Film, Government Law and Politics, Science, Interdisciplinary,

History, Writing Workshop, and Art and Music.

Use theGrid Archive to find a particular study group syllabus. Take note of

the semester and year it was given in the History Table (back to 2019), select

the grid for that semester, and then click on the Study Group name you are

interested in to see its syllabus.



We are working on ways to make additional syllabi available this way. In the

meantime, take advantage of the over 300 that are there now.

ONLINE ART SHOW

Artist: Jerri Sherman

Title: Alphabet Sweater



Jerri says: The most fun was choosing the colors and hoping it would help a

little friend learn her letters.

MEMBER FORUM

This January 1st, intrepid memberAlec Rill went to Coney Island to

photograph the annual New Year’s Day plunge of the Coney Island Polar Bear

Club. He sent us this picture of a father and son hugging after emerging from

the freezing water. Alec, however, watched but remained warm and dry.



Father and Son after New Year’s Day Plunge at Coney Island.

Arts and Literature in Review

Tár, A Review and Discussion by Susan Smahl

Director Todd Field plays with the viewer of "Tár" from the start. He begins with

a series of shots of nasty, conspiratorial texts about Lydia Tár, the glamorous

conductor for the Berlin Philharmonic. Then, the screen cuts to a maddeningly

slow roll of credits, unusual at this point in a film. We hear a female voice, an

atonal song, a language we can't quite identify.

We grow impatient and finally the film transitions to the phenomenal actress,

Cate Blanchett, as Lydia Tár. A striking woman with flawless complexion in

bespoke suit, she is twitching nervously while her assistant feeds her pills as

they wait in the wings of a theatre. Calm and possessed now, Lydia joins a

journalist on stage for a high-profile interview about her life and projects. She

promotes her forthcoming book, "Tár on Tár." If the title doesn't give you a

clue, nothing will. We listen as Lydia speaks of her mentor, Leonard Bernstein,

her scholarship of indigenous Peruvian music and the concept of time in music

or how the conductor uses time to shape a piece.

Blanchett is brilliant and successfully unlikable in this role. Her Lydia is

arrogant, false; conversations with colleagues or admirers sound as if they

were lifted out of a dated Woody Allen script. But, we still can’t turn our eyes

away from Lydia’s beautifully and painfully curated life. By the end of the film

we learn she’s a faker; born Linda Tarr, not Lydia Tár, a striver from Staten

Island. The only things that are authentic about Lydia are her musical genius

and a devotion to her own agenda.

Field’s camera makes a point of capturing characters and conversations in

extreme close-up, we can see from these closeups that Lydia is devoid of

empathy, something she might woefully need in the future. When her adopted

daughter, Petra, is bullied at school, Tár approaches the young thug and



threatens her in a German so crisp and chilling we too are terrified.

Sadly, the film’s plot disappoints, mimicking the multiple Me-Too stories of

recent years. This is Field’s third film, he has two prior excellent works to his

credit, “Little Children” and “In the Bedroom,” both from adapted screenplays

that earned multiple awards. Tár has also received multiple accolades and

nominations for best picture, best actress, best direction, cinematography and

editing, but the original screenplay doesn’t impress. That the perpetrator in Tár

is a woman - a lesbian philanderer with a wife and child and not a male, seems

unremarkable at this point in history. What keeps one engaged throughout the

languid 158 minutes are the symmetrical and beautifully executed framing

shots, the mesmerizing closeups and the diegetic soundtrack that includes

both the silence of a drive through an empty tunnel and the sound of a live

orchestra moving a piece from paper to to ear.

Lydia is betrayed by those she has underestimated, the humiliated students in

a master class at Juilliard, her assistant whose loyalty she overestimates, the

Russian cellist she is actively grooming. When a young female conductor

commits suicide after Tár breaks off their affair, an article in the lowly New York

Post outs her as the serial abuser that she is. Tár loses her job and her family.

Closing film shots bookend the opening scenes, time has come full circle as

Lydia interviews for a conductor’s position in a dingy, mystery city in southeast

Asia. The last we see of Lydia Tár, she is conducting a live orchestra for a

cosplay audience attending a video game preview. Credits roll, electronic

music blares. Lydia in Hell.

Beautiful to watch, hard to digest, let’s see how it does at the Oscars.

ONGOING LP2 EVENTS

The Women’s Groupmeets at 3:45PM on Thursdays. Contact

Arlyne LeSchack at aleschack@gradcenter.cuny.edu.

The Men’s Groupmeets in person every Wednesday at 1:20PM in

Room 8400. Contact Jay Fleishman

at efleishman@gradcenter.cuny.edu.

Stitch Away Stressmeets at 4PM on Tuesdays. Members share skills

and enjoy the meditative benefits of handwork. Contact Michelle Harris

at mharris@gradcenter.cuny.edu.

REMINDERS

Arts and Literature in Review

This column includes written reviews/recommendations for current arts



offerings: film (in theaters or available to stream); theatrical events,

music (including recordings), or literature.

If you'd like to contribute a review or a recommendation, please give us

a “head’s up” so we don’t get multiple submissions on the same topic.

Word limit - 300 or so. Tell us what you think, what’s good, what’s not

and showcase your writing. Submit your article and/or questions to

Susan Smahl at ssmahl@gradcenter.cuny.edu.

Calling All Painters, Sculptors, Photographers, Block Printers,

Ceramicists and Textile Artists!

Display the creative work you are doing this summer in the Online Art

Show. Send a photograph of your work with a title and a brief statement

about it to Carol Millsom at cmillsom@lp2nyc.org. Art works appear in

The Observer in the order in which they are received.

Observer Submissions

Send items for the next week’s Observer to Susan Rauch at

srauch@gradcenter.cuny.edu by 5PM on Friday. Send Online Art Show

entries and suggestions for virtual tours to cmillsom@lp2nyc.org.

Member Forum If you have something to share with the LP2

community, e.g., a photo, an article, a book or a web site that you’ve

discovered that you think would be interesting to members, send it to

Susan at srauch@gradcenter.cuny.edu for inclusion in the Member

Forum.


